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The question of whether un-
dergraduate and graduate stu-
dents should be represented by 
the same student government 
is at the forefront of recent dis-
cussions between Associated 
Students of the University of 
Montana, UM graduate stu-
dents and campus officials.    
The Graduate Student Asso-
ciation, which aims to improve 
the quality of graduate educa-
tion at UM, is looking to form 
its own student government and 
separate from ASUM, said Erik 
Hurd, GSA president.
“Right now we’re just a stu-
dent group like the Anime 
Club or other groups,” Hurd 
said, “so we don’t have much 
say with the regents or much 
say in the fees we’re hit with.”
The GSA hopes to gain more 
influence as far as fee decisions 
go and wants to offer more travel 
and research funding for gradu-
ate students, he said. 
ASUM President Ashleen 
Williams said the split would 
weaken services to students 
because it would take away a 
significant amount of funding 
from ASUM’s budget. 
“ASUM, philosophically, is a 
representative body of every stu-
dent at UM,” she said. “To fraction 
that would be very detrimental.”
The two groups are currently 
discussing the move with Perry 
Brown, provost and vice presi-
dent for academic affairs, as well 
as other faculty. The GSA would 
need approval from ASUM and 
the administration, including Presi-
dent Royce Engstrom, before pre-
senting it to the Board of Regents, 
which oversees all higher education 
in Montana, Brown said. 
If approved, the new system 
could separate student fees, di-
recting undergraduate dollars 
to ASUM and graduate student 
fees to the GSA. The group 
would have to clearly lay out its 
plans for organization, admin-
istration and funding in a pro-
posal to the regents, Brown said. 
Engstrom said he would pre-
fer students avoid the separation 
because it could weaken stu-
dents’ voice on important issues. 
Graduate Student Association looks to split from ASUM
Heidi Groover
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See GSA, page 4
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Tristyn Keller holds a candle during a vigil Wednesday night on the Oval.  Two hundred candles were 
placed in the center of campus to represent the lives lost last year due to anti-transgender hatred.
The transgender community that, as 
recently as two years ago, was invisible 
in Montana now has a network of sup-
port.   
On Wednesday, The University of 
Montana hosted the second annual 
Transgender Day of Recognition, put on 
by nonprofit Montana TDOR and spon-
sored in part by the UM women’s and 
gender studies department, the Lambda 
Alliance, and the Women’s Resource 
Center. Events included an art showing 
in the University Center, a Gender Alli-
ance meet and greet, and a candlelight 
vigil on the Oval. 
“What we’re doing today, five years 
ago I didn’t even know existed,” said 
Bobbi Zenker, the first and only openly 
transgender lawyer in Montana. Zenker 
was one of six panelists at a Day of Recog-
nition discussion on trans issues. 
Trans woman Erin Armstrong came 
from San Francisco to speak on the 
panel. She talked about growing up in a 
Mormon family in Provo, Utah, and said 
she wanted to be a girl since she was 
about four years old. When Armstrong 
was a teenager, she told her mother she 
was trans. “Mom suggested I move,” she 
said. Armstrong decided to leave Utah 
for New York City.
Feeling lonely in New York, Arm-
strong made a video about being trans 
and posted it on Youtube. She figured it 
would get about five hits. 
“Five  years later, that video has al-
most half a million views,” she said. 
Since then, she’s documented her transi-
tion, marriage to her wife and moving 
to San Francisco. “It’s such a privilege to 
let other people know they’re not alone,” 
she said.
One of those YouTube viewers was 
a lonely, depressed person in Montana. 
Trans woman Bree Sutherland is now 
director of Montana TDOR, but a few 
years ago she, was living as a gay man, 
feeling something was wrong. “I found 
Erin’s videos, and she was the one to 
put a name to what I felt,” Sutherland 
said. Sutherland moved to Missoula and 
found a “humongous” trans community 
soon after.
All the trans panelists described 
feelings of depression and alienation 
before they transitioned. Trans man 
Acton Seibel, who is now editor of the 
LGBTQQI publication Out Words, said 
he remembers being a very young girl 
watching “Sixteen Candles.” “I wanted 
to take Molly Ringwald to prom and 
have Jake Ryan’s abs,” he said. “I locked 
those things away to never see the light 
of day.”
The panelists came to accept them-
selves in different ways. Zenker said 
she came to peace with her identity 
by praying and going to church. She 
Transgender community 
remembers, celebrates
Kate Whittle
Montana Kaimin
See TRANSGENDER, page 8
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The roof, the roof, 
the roof is on fire
EDITORIAL
by Justin Franz,  News Editor
COLUMN
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Disturbing the peace
Give me back my Saturday
So there I was, sorting out my 
finals schedule so I knew when 
my tests were. Let’s see: Tuesday: 
Myths of American Democracy 
at noon. Thursday: Underwater 
Basket Weaving at 11. Saturday: 
... wait, what the hell?
That’s right; for the first time 
in many UM students’ scholas-
tic careers, they are faced with 
the prospect of having to go to 
school on Saturday. For a final, of 
all things. It’s the one week of the 
semester during which almost 
all students have plans to leave 
as early as possible to be home 
with family for the holidays. 
Thanks to the helpfulness 
of UM Registrar Ed Johnson, 
when I called him to ask about 
the reasoning behind this retool-
ing of finals week, I learned that 
this was a decision UM made 
in order to fulfill the 75 days in 
the term required to meet ac-
creditation standards. Johnson 
says that this abnormal mixup is 
primarily brought on by making 
room for Election Day.
I’m not really sure I under-
stand, though. I’ve been going 
to school here for the past two 
election years, and after look-
ing up academic calendars for 
the last ten years, it doesn’t seem 
like Election Day has ever been 
enough to offset the normal 
Monday through Friday sched-
ule.  
Meeting this standard of 
accreditation also means that 
the Monday of finals week is a 
typical class day. So, instead of 
having that study buffer of the 
weekend before jumping head-
first  into the hardest tests of the 
year (furthermore, what’s with 
UM’s academic calendar always 
declaring the weekend lead-
ing up to finals week as “study 
days?” Where do they get off 
designating labels to days they 
don’t regulate in the first place?), 
you’ll have class right up to 
when those tests start. 
Why not just start the semes-
ter a day earlier? Johnson replied 
to that question by pointing out 
that so much goes into laying 
out a semester for everyone in-
volved, including teachers, din-
ing services, resident life, etc. 
Isn’t that still true, though? Are 
the dorms and dining services 
required to stay open for an ex-
tra day to accommodate this 
new finals schedule?
The most valid gripe about 
this situation, however, is by 
no means the most mature, in-
telligent or awe inspiring. The 
fact remains, though: That’s our 
Saturday, damn it! How did the 
University go from last year’s 
discussion of a four-day school 
week to hosting final exams on 
Saturday this year? On the one 
weekend that nobody has to 
worry about homework for the 
following week, that sacred day 
of laziness, debauchery, or travel 
should be upheld.  
I know I’m just bitching be-
cause I can; I personally don’t 
have any final exams on Saturday, 
and Johnson said they tried to 
schedule the smallest number of 
classes possible for Saturday. It’s 
not the end of the world for any-
body, and I’m just representing 
that percentage of unmotivated 
swine who reserves Saturdays 
for ... nothing at all. Still, a week-
end is a weekend. And Sunday 
just doesn’t cut it. 
jedadiah.nussbaum@umontana.edu
by Jed Nussbaum
OK, so it isn’t really on fire. It was the basement that was 
aflame earlier this week in the Liberal Arts Building, when 
the wiring of an old water heater shorted and caused an evac-
uation of the 57-year-old structure.
It came at an interesting time, as the state Board of Regents 
meet this week in Missoula to talk about a variety of issues 
facing Montana’s university system, including the buildings 
used to conduct education. Topping the list of things that 
need attention is Missoula’s College of Technology, a facility 
built to house 700 students that now has to hold 2,000. That 
fact is nothing new to anyone, especially as the COT faces sky 
rocketing enrollment due to a poor economy, bringing the 
work force back to school looking for new skills.
But I hope this week’s discussion at the state Board of Re-
gents meeting doesn’t overlook many other buildings that 
need attention, including those here on The University of 
Montana’s flagship campus.
The Liberal Arts Building is a prime example.
According to information available on UM’s website, the 
building lacks fire sprinklers (something that would have 
come in handy this week had the small fire in the basement 
grown to something larger. Although, according to the fire 
department, a building only has to comply to the fire codes in 
place when it was built, or those in 1953. That’s your historic 
fun fact for the day) or handicap compliant stairway railings. 
And, of course, anyone who has had a class in the building 
will testify that it might be one of the most uncomfortable 
buildings to learn in, with an average temperature about the 
same as the actual fire Monday afternoon. It’s actually a sur-
prise anyone noticed the building was on fire, because, like I 
said, that’s considered “normal.”
So why should we care about the odd-looking, sort-of-
gloomy ‘E’-shaped building on the Oval? Well, for one thing, 
I can almost guarantee that everyone who has even stepped 
foot on this campus has had a class in that building. And, 
if you haven’t, don’t worry, I’m sure your chance will come. 
That’s because, according to UM’s website, there are at least 
13 programs that call the building home. Everything from 
history to political science, modern and classical languages 
to philosophy. All of these are good programs, and they all 
deserve a home that reflects that.
In my opinion, the Liberal Arts Building isn’t that home.
But, of course, it all comes down to money and the possible 
reason that these programs don’t have the home they deserve 
is because they don’t have that money.
While students majoring in business, law, education and 
journalism enjoy buildings with all the perks, mostly due to 
big dollar-donors, the folks in the Liberal Arts Building are 
left with what the state gives out. Which, as we can see, isn’t 
much.
justin.franz@umontana.edu
The way we were
UM78.0009 Photo Courtesy of the Mansfield Library, Archives & Special Collections
Campus looked a lot different in 1922 when an unknown photographer climbed the face of Mount Sentinel to 
take this image of The University of Montana spread. As mentioned earlier this week in the Montana Kaimin, the 
UM Heating Plant may get an addition in the form of a new Biomass boiler. To the right of the image, you can see 
the building under construction. Meanwhile, the smokestack of the heating plant it replaced can be found where the 
Davidson Honors College is today on the south end of the Oval.
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MISSOULA
The 2011 Montana state legis-
lative session begins in January, 
and the Missoula City Council 
is trying to make sure legisla-
tors keep Missoula issues one of 
their priorities.
In a 5-4 vote Monday night, 
the council approved the may-
or’s proposal to hire lobbyist 
John MacDonald from Gallatin 
Public Affairs in Helena to rep-
resent Missoula in the upcom-
ing session at a cost of $20,000.
“The University of Mon-
tana has reached out to me in 
hopes of unifying the Missoula 
voice,” Mayor John Engen said. 
However, Engen said it is too 
soon to discuss what specific 
issues the University and Mis-
soula will unite on.
“We will need to look at the 
issues and decide which are fun-
damentally university and which 
are fundamentally city issues,” 
he said, “and then we will decide 
where we stand, together.”
MacDonald agreed with En-
gen, saying, “The ink is barely 
dry on this agreement, so we 
haven’t had a chance to discuss 
many details yet.”
This is the second time the 
city has hired a full-time lob-
byist, and MacDonald was that 
Missoula lobbyist in the 2009 
session. He said he expects the 
upcoming session to focus on 
taxes, medical marijuana, public 
safety and health issues.
Jen Gursky, a political sci-
ence senior at UM who has been 
hired by ASUM to lobby for the 
University in the upcoming ses-
sion, said she is looking forward 
to having an experienced lobby-
ist for Missoula by her side.
“This is about more than just 
unifying the Missoula voice,” 
she said. “It’s about unifying the 
Montana voice. It’s time for Mon-
tana to start dealing with non-
partisan issues, and higher edu-
cation funding is nonpartisan.”
Gursky said her main lobby-
ing goals is to secure funding 
for the College of Technology, 
which has been holding classes 
in trailers for more than a year.
“The needs of the COT need 
to be met, and that directly affects 
all Missoulians,” she said. “And 
higher education is more than a 
Missoula issue. It’s a statewide is-
sue that needs to be dealt with.”
One concern voiced by the 
minority at the city council 
meeting Monday night was that 
hiring a lobbyist would decrease 
the effectiveness of the voice of 
the minority in Missoula.
Councilman Dick Haines, 
who opposed the resolution, said, 
“Sometimes what the city wants 
isn’t what my constituents want.”
But MacDonald explained 
that it is difficult for towns like 
Missoula and Billings to effec-
tively lobby because of their dis-
tance from Helena.
“It takes a lot of time to go 
through every bill to see if there 
are any impacts to the city,” he 
said. “If Missoula didn’t want 
to hire a lobbyist and wanted 
to have a city employee do the 
job instead, that city employee 
would basically need to move 
to Helena for four months. And 
that’s a lot to ask of a person.”
He said Helena can afford to 
not hire a lobbyist because they 
just need to drive to a different 
part of town to get in the action.
Mayor Engen said he hopes 
a lobbyist can convince big-pic-
ture legislators that local issues 
matter, too.
“Cities are going to have to be 
on the defensive this session,” he 
said.
alyssa.small@umontana.edu
Missoula hires lobbyist 
for 2011 state legislative session
Alyssa Small
Montana Kaimin
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UM, MSU elect student lobbyist
GSA
From page 1
“I’m very supportive of the 
graduate student voice being 
heard more strongly, but I prefer 
it is in a manner that is more 
unified within ASUM,” he said. 
“The student voice is important 
in all of our discussions. I don’t 
want to see students do any-
thing that compromises that 
position.”
Brown said alternatives to 
the split exist and are part of 
current discussions. A graduate 
student fee could be earmarked 
for the GSA, or the group could 
request additional funding from 
ASUM, Brown said, acknowl-
edging the student government’s 
current budget constraints.
Williams said the most effec-
tive way for graduate students to 
increase their influence is to run 
for ASUM positions. 
“Any student can run for student 
government, and [graduate stu-
dents] haven’t come out in droves 
in past,” she said. “It’s a huge time 
commitment, and we need dedicat-
ed people to do it, but I think there 
are some incredible graduate stu-
dents that could do it.”
About 2,000 graduate stu-
dents currently attend UM, 
which is about 13 percent of total 
enrollment, Brown said. 
Hurd said many other uni-
versities split undergraduate 
and graduate student govern-
ment, but Williams argued UM 
is too small for such a split.
Sandy Ross, associate dean 
of the graduate school, said the 
current GSA is nearly ineffective 
because of the amount of fund-
ing it gets from ASUM, which is 
usually about $200 a year. While 
the group may never receive thou-
sands of dollars like those at larger 
schools, universities similar to UM 
have more empowered groups 
and therefore better graduate stu-
dent environments, he said. 
A constitutional convention 
early next semester will invite 
students from UM’s graduate 
programs to provide input on 
the changes, Hurd said. 
“We don’t want to have ev-
erything done and then hear 
from creative writing students, 
‘We don’t present research. We 
don’t need to travel. What’s in this 
for us?’” he said. “We want to make 
sure everyone has a say so when we 
do bring it to the board we know it 
has full graduate support.”
Ultimately, the proposed split 
has a long way to go, Brown said. 
“There are options out there 
people haven’t discussed fully 
yet and haven’t fully worked 
through,” he said. “So I think 
discussion needs to continue 
and people need to have every-
thing on the table and look to see 
what’s possible.”
heidi.groover@umontana.edu
University of Montana and 
Montana State student govern-
ments are teaming up to make 
sure student voices are heard 
in the 2011 Montana legislative 
session.
MSU graduate student 
Janelle Booth was chosen last 
night as the Montana Associ-
ated Students lobbyist for the 
2011 Montana legislative ses-
sion. The organization met at 
UM to interview prospective 
lobbyists and chose Booth out 
of a pool of six candidates from 
different schools across the state.
The group of prospects in-
cluded students from UM, 
MSU, MSU-Billings, UM-
Western, and Montana Tech, 
all of whom were “exceptional 
candidates,” according to Asso-
ciated Students of University of 
Montana Vice President Amanda 
Stovall.
After separately inter-
viewing each of the candi-
dates, the MAS executives 
met privately to decide which 
one would best represent the 
interests of Montana students. 
Booth was chosen primar-
ily due to her relatability and 
drive, said ASUM President 
Ashleen Williams.
MAS member and (ASMSU) 
Vice President Amanda Diehl 
agreed.
“[Booth] has an incredible 
way of presenting herself, and 
she will be able to get on the 
same level as the legislators,” 
she said.  “I think she will rep-
resent MAS excellently.”
Booth, who was unavailable 
for comment Wednesday, will 
be expected to live in Helena 
with other student lobbyists 
for the duration of the legisla-
tive session, which will take 
place in January. Her job will 
primarily focus on lobbying 
members of the Montana leg-
islature on student issues, such 
as tuition.
“I expect her to be the face of 
MAS and represent students to the 
best of her ability,” Williams said.
Booth will represent stu-
dents from all higher education 
institutions in Montana, both 
two year and four year schools, 
though MAS President Chicky 
Wines said that MAS hopes to 
designate a separate lobbyist 
for community colleges “some-
where down the road.”
MAS will present Booth as its 
lobbyist to the State Board of Re-
gents at its meeting Thursday.  
emily.downing@umontana.edu
[Booth] has an incredible way of presenting herself, and she 
will be able to get on the same level as the legislators.
Amanda Diehl, MAS member and ASMSU vice president
“
”
Emily Downing
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Coming off back-to-back 
losses to open the season, the 
Lady Griz found their groove 
in a big way, routing the Uni-
versity of Montana-Western 
91–45 Wednesday night at 
Dahlberg Arena.
Montana’s pressure frus-
trated the Lady Bulldogs all 
night en route to the big win. 
The Lady Griz forced 40 
turnovers in the lopsided 
46-point win, stealing the ball 
21 times. 
“We played good defense 
tonight. We took control early 
and didn’t let them get going,” 
Head Coach Robin Selvig said. 
“We played aggressive and that 
led to opportunities in scor-
ing.”
Montana led 49-22 at 
halftime, and by 40 points 
with 5:50 left to play in the 
second half. The Lady Griz 
held UM-Western to 35 per-
cent shooting on the night.
Montana’s offense was 
effective for the first time 
this season as the team shot 
48 percent from the field and 
50 percent from beyond the 
3-point arc. Forward Katie 
Baker notched a game-high 13 
points, five rebounds and four 
assists. Senior Sarah Ena add-
ed 12 points with three steals 
while senior shooting guard 
Stephanie Stender and fresh-
man point guard Torry Hill both 
chipped in 11. 
Lady Griz starting forward 
Alyssa Smith went 2-3 from 
3-point range, leading both teams. 
 “It was nice to shoot the ball 
well,” said Stender, who was named 
player of the game.
Though the Lady Bulldogs 
were plagued by turnovers, 
they narrowly out-rebound-
ed Montana — something 
Selvig said needs to be ad-
dressed.
“We need to work on 
everything,” said Selvig, in 
his 33rd year as head coach. 
“We’re still finding our 
identity and still devel-
oping, but we’ve got a 
lot of getting better to 
do.”
Forward Laura 
Geis scored 12 
points for UM-
Western (2-3).
The 45-point 
winning mar-
gin was 
Montana’s largest lead of the 
game and biggest victory in re-
cent memory.
“It was a really good win 
going into the road games next 
week,” Stender said.
The Lady Griz will next take 
on Utah State on the road Nov. 
20 at 7 p.m., before spending 
their Thanksgiving vacation in 
Cancun, Mexico, squaring off 
against Purdue on Nov. 25.
daniel.mediate@umontana.edu
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BASKETBALL
Lady Griz rout UM-Western for first win
Steel Brooks/Montana Kaimin
TOP Sophomore forward Katie Baker (22) goes up for a shot in 
the second half of the Lady Griz game against the UM-Western Bull-
dogs Wednesday night at Dahlberg Arena.  The Lady Griz went on to 
win the game 91–45.
RIGHT Freshman forward Jordan Sullivan (31) tries to move 
the ball past the Bulldogs defense during the first half of the Lady Griz 
home opener Wednesday night.
Daniel Mediate
Montana Kaimin
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SPORTS COLUMN
When Royce Engstrom an-
nounced that The University of 
Montana would stay in the Big 
Sky Conference a week ago, he 
made the first — and possibly 
the biggest — decision of his 
newly minted presidency. It’s 
a decision that could possibly 
define his reign at UM and will 
be looked at and scrutinized 
years down the road.
But Engstrom shouldn’t fret.
He got it right.
It’s an intriguing thought to 
wonder what the Griz could do 
in a different conference. After 
all, it was just 14 years ago that 
Boise State left the Big Sky, and 
look at where they are now; the 
Broncos sit in the upper ech-
elon of college football and are 
consistently in headlines and 
the talk of the country. Chang-
ing divisions for Boise State 
was the right decision.
But Montana isn’t Boise State, 
and for proof that Engstrom made 
the right choice, look no further 
than Washington-Grizzly Stadi-
um at noon this Saturday.
There’s a game being played 
there that day. You may have 
heard of it; it’s called the Brawl 
of the Wild, the gridiron battle 
of Montana against Montana 
State, and it’s going to be huge.
In fact, this game will be one 
of the most important meet-
ings of the two schools in the 
game’s 110 meetings.  
The Cats have the best team 
in recent memory. They have 
an offense that can put up 
numbers quick, led by fresh-
man starting quarterback De-
narius McGhee, a dazzling de-
fense, and a collective chip on 
the team’s shoulder after four 
consecutive losses to Montana.
Meanwhile, the Griz enter 
the game filled with uncertain-
ty. They have an offense with 
an identity crisis and a fan base 
that’s been rattled by an un-
characteristic number of losses 
this season. But with a class of 
seniors who have never lost to 
the Cats and playing at home 
with playoffs on the line, this 
Griz team will come out firing.
For all the hype this game will 
receive, none of it would ever hap-
pen again if Montana moved to 
the WAC. Football would be bro-
ken in Montana.
Missoula is a town that prides 
itself on tradition and has one 
Engstrom’s first big decision 
may be his best 
by Tyson Alger, Sports Editor
of the nation’s best football 
teams at this level, and all of 
that would be lost in the WAC.
First of all, and let’s get this 
out of the way, if Montana ever 
moved from the Football Cham-
pionship Subdivision to the 
Football Bowl Subdivision, the 
school would never, ever win 
another national championship.
Yes, Montana could even-
tually become successful, but 
would Missoula ever care as 
much for a team that’s satisfied 
with making the Pacific Life Holi-
day Bowl, or one that can consis-
tently compete for national cham-
pionship like they do now?
Not to mention that the ri-
valry with the Cats would be 
dead. Yes, Montana could still 
play Montana State, but the 
game would never have as 
much riding on it as it does this 
Saturday. The Griz would have 
more players on scholarship if 
they moved up; it would be a 
nonconference game and no-
body would care.
When the Griz take the field 
this Saturday, with the forecast-
ed snow falling and 26,000 fans 
screaming, Engstrom should 
take a moment to pat him-
self on the back. Because if he 
had chosen to move the WAC, 
Montana would no longer play 
meaningful games this late 
in November, not against the 
Cats. Not against anyone. And 
that would kill this town.
tyson.alger@umontana.edu
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FOOTBALL
As a youngster playing football in 
Billings, Michael Rider’s collegiate 
dreams hinged on following his father’s 
path to the University of Texas. His dad, 
Craig, played offensive guard there 
in the mid-1970s, laying out pesky de-
fensive lineman and clearing holes for 
a future NFL great running back Earl 
Campbell.
Earning all-conference and all-state 
honors as a senior at Billings West High, 
Rider still held out hope that he could 
make it to Austin, Texas and play at his 
father’s school. But the chance never 
came. And neither did much interest 
elsewhere. Discouraged, but not ready 
to quit, Rider eventually chose to try to 
walk on with the Montana State Bob-
cats. Even though he’d grown up in 
Montana, it wasn’t until his first year, 
riding the bench as a redshirt fresh-
man, that he experienced the insanity 
of the yearly Cat-Griz Brawl of the Wild. 
Somehow, despite being a football fa-
natic most of his life, he’d never realized 
the magnitude of the event.
“You could just see the emotion in the 
game, what it meant to all the players 
and fans,” Rider said. “That first game, 
it really set the perspective. I knew what 
was to come in my four years playing [at 
Montana State].”
The next fall, in 2007, fellow safety 
Jordan Craney came to Bozeman as a 
freshman. Unlike Rider, one of the main 
draws to Montana State for Craney had 
been the fierceness of the Cat-Griz ri-
valry. The Pocatello, Idaho native was 
drawn in by the passion exhibited by all 
those involved.
“So many people cared about being 
on one side or the other,” Craney said. “I 
kind of fell in love with that.”
Three years 
later, on the 
eve of their 
final regular 
season game 
as Bobcats, 
and the 110th 
m a t c h - u p 
with the Griz-
zlies, who have 
won the last 
four meetings, 
the seniors 
have evolved 
into defensive 
team captains 
— Rider at 
free safety and Craney as his counter-
part playing strong safety.
Craney said in his four years within 
the program, he felt his development 
paralleled that of the Montana State 
team. The No. 8 ranked Cats (8–2) are 
playing some of their best football 
since their last national title in 1984. 
And likewise, the Idahoan is play-
ing at the top of his game, aided by a 
solid defensive core that ranks third 
in the Big Sky Conference in scoring 
defense.
“It’s kind of a blue collar team,” 
Craney said. “We’re not all five-star re-
cruits. It’s a testament to … the program 
at Montana State to have guys go out 
there and work their hardest.”
The defense is a very close-knit 
unit, he said, but one of the players 
he’s closest to is his fellow safety Rid-
er. For safeties to work well together, 
they have to trust that the other will 
be there when needed. The more snaps 
they play together, the better they can 
play off of each other and establish a 
comfortable relationship. And after 
four years together, that comfort zone 
is well-worn.
“It’s nice. It’s like a little kid having 
a teddy bear,” Craney joked.
Rider, who acknowledged he’s the 
louder and more outspoken of the two 
on the field, said the pair’s differing 
styles work together like gears in a 
machine. In everything from their 
natural bodies (Craney is tall while 
Rider is shorter) to their playing 
types (Rider prides himself on sure 
tackling while Craney is a coverage 
defender), the two are complementing 
opposites.
“Craney’s the more level-headed, 
cool, calm-demeanor kind of guy,” said 
fourth-year Montana State coach Rob 
Ash. “He lines everybody up and keeps 
them together. Rider is ‘Mr. Emotion,’ 
on the other hand. He just flies around 
the field. They’re really complete oppo-
sites in terms of how they approach the 
game.”
The safeties have developed a 
friendship that extends beyond Bob-
cat Stadium and Saturdays in the fall. 
They’re workout partners, too, con-
stantly pushing each other for the next 
challenge in the weight room. Even 
outside of the football world, they 
can be found together — although it’s 
quite possible football is never fully 
out of the picture.
“He comes over and we watch foot-
ball,” Rider said of his teammate.
Anything else?
“And talk football,” he added.
And as their senior season wearing 
blue and gold in Bozeman comes to 
a close this weekend — excluding a 
likely trip to the playoffs for the Cats 
— Rider said he doesn’t expect that to 
change. They’ve built a lasting friend-
ship using football as the mortar.
Despite the in-state school seeming-
ly being an afterthought when he first 
planned his college career, Montana 
State is now as big a part of his life as 
anything else.
“I’ll be a Bobcat for the rest of my 
life,” he said.
anthony.mazzolini@umontana.edu
Beyond the gridiron: 
By AJ Mazzolini
Montana Kaimin
You could just see the emotion 
in the game, what it meant to 
the players and fans.
Michael Rider, MSU safety on rivalry with Griz
“
”
Bobcat safeties connect beyond the stadium
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                LOST & FOUND 
Found: Homemade beaded bracelet. Call 
to identify. 406-214-9430
Lost: I-Pod touch outside LA 243 last 
Friday. If found please call 370-9473. 
Reward offered.
                   FOR RENT 
Weekend cabins 30 min. from Missoula 
$44-$66/ night. Rock Creek Cabins  
251-6611
Furnished room for rent in centrally 
located riverside townhouse $425/month 
$50 deposit. Call 396-4544
 
 
 
                  COMPUTERS 
Reliable PC/laptop repair.  Voted best of 
Missoula 2010.  Student discounts!  136 E 
Broadway Computer Central 542-6540
                  FOR SALE 
ReTHINK, ReUSE, ReNEW Your 
Style with Gently Pre-Loved Clothing, 
Shoes, Purses and Accessories at DejaNu 
Consignment Boutique. Located behind 
Walgreens on Brooks in the Stephens 
Center. Visit us on the web at dejanustyle.
vpweb.com.
Student Special! Real tree, decorated in 
burgundy/silver, 18”-24” tall, $65. Free 
delivery to UM. Order by Dec. 10 for 
delivery before Christmas. 406-498-3273
                 HELP WANTED 
“DIRECT CARE positions available 
working w/individuals w/disabilities. 
Experience working w/adults  
w/disabilities preferred.  PT & FT, noon/
eve, & wknd shifts proviing services in 
a res/comm. setting. Overnight positions 
also available at our residential sites. No 
Record of Abuse, Neglect/Exploitation. 
Valid MT Driver’s License. TO APPLY: 
Applications available at Opportunity 
Resources, Inc. 2821 South Russell Street, 
Missoula, MT 59801. Extensive back-
ground checks will be completed.  
NO RESUMES.  EOE.”
 
                   PERSONALS 
English tutor needed for an international 
student $10/hour to start. Email lei.li@
umontana.edu for details.
UM WILL BE TOBACCO FREE FALL 
2011 “I smoke and would like to quit. If 
the campus is smoke free it would help 
with my goal of quitting smoking.” - UM 
Student
                    SERVICES 
20% off bikini wax Kara Shear Perfection 
UC Center 721-1166
              MISCELLANEOUS 
Pancake breakfast Sunday November 
21 9am - 1:30pm $6.00 Sons of Norway 
5795 Hwy 935 Proceeds to Missoula Food 
Bank.
Hey Student Groups! Make a statement 
with matching group t-shirts! Affordable 
and printed by UM students! American 
Humanics: 406-490-6405 umhumanics@
yahoo.com
DRAWING for $537 in FREE Merchan-
dise at Hide & Sole, Unique Leather 
Goods & Footwear in Downtown Missou-
la. Drawing is Sat, Nov 27th at 5pm. Buy 
3 Smartwool Socks - Get the 4th FREE.
             FACT OF THE DAY 
The state Mammal of Tennessee is the 
Raccoon.
             SONG OF THE DAY 
Toto –“Africa” 
said while attending a Catholic 
mass, she had a vision of Jesus. 
“And Jesus says to me, would 
you like to dance?” she said. 
Zenker had her surgical transi-
tion a few weeks later.
Some of the discussion cen-
tered on the acronym LGBTQQI, 
which stands for lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, transgender, queer, ques-
tioning and intersex. One audi-
ence member, Tawnie Riekena, 
stood up and said she thinks the 
trans community hasn’t been 
well served by the gay and les-
bian community and should be 
separate. “People are lumping 
in gender identity with the LGB 
community, which is about sex-
ual preference,” she said.
“Historically, trans people 
have always been part of the gay 
community,” said Seibel. “I don’t 
believe we should be separated.” 
Panelist David Herrera, a 
two-spirit man who is co-direc-
tor of the Western Montana Gay 
and Lesbian Center, agreed.
“The same people against 
civil rights for LGB people are 
against civil rights for trans peo-
ple,” he said.
Audience member Ninia 
Baehr, a member of the board of 
directors at the ACLU, said she 
was impressed with the local 
resources like the Missoula Gen-
der Alliance. “I’m really sad that 
we don’t have that at MSU and 
hopeful that we could.”
kate.whittle@umontana.edu
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About 50 people showed up to the candlelight vigil on the Oval, which was a part of the Missoula Transgender Day 
of Recognition.
TRANSGENDER
From page 1
I wanted to 
take Molly 
Ringwald to 
prom and have 
Jake Ryan’s abs. 
I locked those 
things away 
never to see 
the light of day.
Acton Seibel, editor of Out Words
“
”
